
 

DROMANA FOOTBALL-NETBALL CLUB HISTORY  

 

‘DOWN MEMORY LANE’  

 

THE  1964 NEPEAN FL FINAL PROGAM GUIDES 

 

 

Dromana Seniors failed to make the Grand Final in 1964 and Rye won the 
premiership. Sadly for Dromana, the club coach and former Richmond  star, 
John Nix,   was unable to play in those  finals ( because of injury)  and his loss 
was more than significant.   

Rye FC was a ‘force to be reckoned with’ in that era of the Nepean FL.  The 
Demons, who had entered  the league in 1946,  won NFL flags in 1959, 1964 
and 1965.  



 

 

 

1964 GRAND FINAL  PROGRAM  

 

The Grand Final in the Thirds competition saw Dromana and Rosebud clash 
at the Somerville Oval. 

The names of players listed below, in both the Dromana and Rosebud teams,  
will bring back some memories of that important era in the development of 
Third XVIII football in the district.  

 



 

FOOTNOTES TO THE ABOVE  

1. The Senior XVIII , led by John Nix,  failed to make the Grand Final that 
year but the Thirds created history and went through the season 
undefeated to win the premiership.  

2. Bill Martin was the coach of the Third XVIII in 1964. Bill was an iconic 
figure in local sport;  and was regarded as one of the finest cricketers 
in the district,  

3. Other articles about John Nix and the 1964 season can be found on this 
website.    

4. The introduction of a Third XVIII competition was one of the most 
important innovations in local football; and Dromana FC profited from 
that wise decision. Under–age ( in this case Third XVIII  football)  gave 
teenagers the chance to join a local club and find a pathway in sport. 
As history has shown, the development of young footballers, at 
Dromana, has been a key factor in the survival of the club in ‘hard 
times.’   

5. The creation of a Third XVIII competition on the Mornington Peninsula 
can be traced back to 1947. Dromana played its part in bringing the 
idea of an under–age league to fruition. As can be seen from the cutting 
below, there was quite a deal of enthusiasm to establish a Third XVIII  
competition after  World War: 2  

6. With the advent of the Thirds, football at Dromana looked towards a 
brighter future. Think of the number  of adept players DFNC who played 
their first game with a Dromana junior team  and, it is fair to say, that   
the decision and hard work of George Osborne and other luminaries 
has been fully realized.   



 

Source:  ‘Weekly Times’ Wednesday 14th  May 1947.  Page 55 

IN APPRECIATION  

Thank you to Lorraine Matthews  for forwarding the above1964 program 
guide onto the club for our DFNC History Page . Lorraine’s contribution is 
greatly appreciated and she has been a ‘most diligent custodian’ of several 
very important pieces of DFNC history . Thank you Lorraine.  

 

CAN YOU HELP TO BUILD THE DFNC ARCHIVES ?   

 

DFNC  HISTORY 

   

Over the past few years, the History Committee of the DFNC has been trying 
to place on record as much as possible about the people, games and events 
of the club since it inception more than 100 years ago.  

It is hoped to gather club memorabilia such as photographs, programs, 
publications, membership tickets, press cuttings, awards and team sheets to 



place on permanent record on the club’s website. Hopefully, in this way,  our 
club’s rich history can be preserved and enjoyed by future generations.  

One of the best ways for any club to show its appreciation, to those members 
who ‘paved the way’ in earlier days,  is to record their contribution to 
strengthening and maintaining the club. Your assistance in building the club’s 
archives is valued. Thank you. Roger Spaull for DFNC -2020.   

 

 


