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Dromana ‘ broke the ice’  in 1931 to win its first flag ; and in 1937  defeated  
Frankston  by three goals  to take out the honours. The club’s next premiership 
flag came in 1940 when Dromana overcame  a  resolute Red Hill combination 
at Frankston Park. For some unknown reason , few details of that  stirring  win 
have ever been documented in club history;  and the following article  tries to 
bring some light on that thrilling  victory and the players who represented the 
club on that memeorable day.  
 
In 1940 ,  the Peninsula Football League structure comprised two divisions ( ‘A’ 
and  ‘B’ )   and Dromana FC was grouped  in ‘B’ Grade competiton  

• There were seven  teams in ‘A’  Grade: Frankston, Mornington, Sorrento, 
Naval Depot, Hastings-Tyabb, Seaford-Carrum, and Somerville-Baxter. 

• ‘B Grade’ comprised the following teams : Dromana Sorrento, Rosebud, 

Hastings-Tyabb, Red Hill, Pearcedale, and Somerville-Baxter   

 



1940- A TESTING SEASON  FOR  SOME CLUBS  

1940 was a difficult year for football (and all sporting clubs in Australia ).  The 
war effort and declining numbers of available playars  (due to enlistment and 
essential services masnpower etc. )  made fielding teams a most challenging 
proposition . The impact of war affected ‘small-town’ life in many ways.  

At one stage of the 1940 season, things were so difficult for some local clubs 
that it was suggested to shorten the season and play the finals in July. That 
idea was rejected by the club delegates,  but it was decided  to play 16-a-side 
matches in the ‘B’ Grade Division  in the hope of assisting smaller clubs 
‘survive’ the season . 
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Throughout the 1940 season , reports indicated that Dromana  had been  a 
solid and gritty force to be ‘reckoned with’;    and  judging by the ‘B’ Grade 
Ladder after 14 rounds that season, Dromana ‘headed the table’.The Naval 
Depot sat second on the Ladder with ten wins and three losses.  



It is interesting that Pearcedale,  which finished fourth , had actually defeated 
Dromana by five points  in the last game in the ‘Home and Away’  series .  

 

THE  ‘ B’ GRADE   LADDER -1940 HOME & AWAY SERIES  

As can be seen from the table below ,  the  ‘Top Four’ teams on the ‘B’ Grade 
Ladder that season were: Dromana, Naval Depot, Red Hill and Pearcedale. 
Readers should will note that three of the bottom clubs ( Sorrento, Somerville-
Baxter and Frankston ) had teams playing in the ‘A’ Grade division,  

 

THE 1940 FINAL SERIES  

Using the information, as published in the local newspapers  of that time, the 
results of that  final series were:  

• First Semi Final: Red Hill 12.9 ( 81) defeated Pearcedale  11.11 ( 77).  
 

• Second Semi- Final:  Dromana defeated Navy  Depot in convincing style  
to advance to the 1940 Grand Final. The fact that the game was played 
with 16-men per side  is indicative of  the times,  and nature of ‘B’ Grade 
football.  



 

• Preliminary Final : This final  was  to be played between Red Hill and the 
Navy Depot but, as shown in this press  cutting , the Navy ( for reasons 
explained below )   was forced/obliged  to withdraw from the match… 
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NAVY  WITHDRAWS  FROM THE FINALS RACE  

When reading the details of the 1940 final series, it can be a little confusing at 
first glance. However, a  forgotten piece of local football history is that Red Hill 
actually won its way,  into the Grand Final,  without playing in the Preliminary 
Final.   
 
As a consequence of the Navy Depot’s inability  to field  a ‘B’ Grade team  that 
weekend (due to the national predicament- see press extract above),  Red Hill 
won the  ‘right’ to play Dromana in the Grand Final . It appears that the ‘B’ 
Grade Final was played one week earlier than had been originally fixtured by 
the PFL  earlier that year.  



 

As mentioned in the extract ( above),  quite rightly and sensibly, the Naval 
Depot was not penalized for its ‘non appearance’;  and  what thinking person 
could object when ‘bigger issues ’ dominated the lives of sailors at that time. It 
is fair to say, that  the men of the Naval Depot had more important battles to 
fight in 1940. 

Note: As the press clipping shows, the Naval Depot played in the ‘A’ Grade 
Prelimary Final that weekend. Sorrento won that match by 21 points but were 
resoundly defeated by Somerville in the ‘A’ Grade Grand Final on the following 
Saturday. Somerville 20.11 ( 131) defeated Sorrento 10.15 ( 75).  

The fact that  Australia was on a war footing may explain the lack of publicity 
given to local football matches at that time . The burning question,  of whether 
young men should play football while others enlisted  for the military service,   
had sharply divided public opinion throughout Australia  at that time.  

 

The Champion of Pier Street – Wally Guy  

THE ‘B ‘ GRADE GRAND FINAL TEAMS  

According to MPNFL records and the ‘Standard’ newsopaper,  the teams that 
day were: 
Dromana: Wally Guy,  Bert Aust,  Jack Cornish, Vin Hazeldine, Jack Glover, Jack 
Hazeldine, Ted Loader, Elgar Pittock, Norm Osborne , J & T Murley, Bill 
Clydesdale, T. Lovell, Spencer Brown and Rueben Griffiths,  
 
Red  Hill:  Fred Volk, Les Wiseman, Merv Edwards, Harry Trewin, L.  Murray, 
George Fox, Roy Setter, Rueben Edwards, Stan White, Alan De Ross, Ken 
Skidmore, Robert Trwein, Jack Russell, Bob Wilson , Lindsay Rigby and Jim 
Clarke. 



UMPIRE   ROY   DORE  

According to the newspaper extract and MPNFL archives, Roy Dore umpired 
the match.  Roy was a ‘giant’ in the history of Peninsula football and Carrum 
FC.  Once described as a ‘living legend’, Roy was admired and respected by 
those who knew him. His community involvement and civic leadership 
included Justice of the Peace, Captain of the CFA, Carrum FC President, player, 
club coach and he  was also a Life Member of the local life-saving club.   In 
1985, the recreation reserve at Graham Road was named in his honour. 

 

Roy Dore  

The following quotation was taken from an article entitled the ‘Tale of Two 
Champions’;    and is part of a recent interview given by Roy’s daughter (Marie 
McIntosh)  

“ Roy’s involvement in the community was prolific, from being a 
player, umpire, trainer and president of Carrum Football Club to his 
captaincy of Carrum Fire Brigade and presidency at Carrum Surf Life 
Saving Club. “He was a great community man, captain of the fire 
brigade for 37 years and a member of the football club since age 
15,” recalls Marie. “We were always involved in the community, 
from church and calisthenics to local football.” His words of advice 
were “If you’re in an organisation, you must contribute and not sit 
on the sidelines.” 

 
THE GAME-CLOSE ENCOUNTERS  
 

The game was played at Frankston Park. In that era, the journey from Southern 
Peninsula to Frankston, for those without cars, would have presented certain 
logistics problems; and there is every chance that some supporters desisted 
from attending that game. However, those fans who attended witnessed an 
exciting match.  
 
At every ‘break’, the game was ‘up for grabs’; and,   in all sporting contests, 
close finishes make for ‘grand memories.’ Once again, the ‘old firm’ of Guy, 
Aust and Griffith ‘stood tall’ for Dromana across four quarters. It must be said 
that Red Hill suffered a major setback when its champion Fred Volk sustained 
an injury sometime in the third term.    The final scores were:  



 
 1st Quarter  2nd Quarter  3rd Quarter  Final  

Dromana   3.1 ( 19)  7.7 ( 49)  9.14 ( 68)  10.19 ( 79 )  

Red Hill   2.1. (13)  5.8  ( 38)  8.13 ( 61)  10.15 ( 75)  
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As can be seen (above) ,the  1940 Grand Final was  a ‘nail biter’ that went 
down to the very last kick of the game. The match review provided an insight 
into the dying seconds of the game when an un-named Red Hill forward gained 
possession ball on the siren but Umpire Dore disallowed his mark. 
 
The best players for Dromana were:   Guy, Aust, Cornish, Glover, Rueben and  
Griffith . In the newspaper, report Holderness is listed among the best players. 
This may have meant to be Jack Hazeldine; and it is important to remember 
that the reporter/club scribe probably wrote the review by hand on that day. 
Type/text setting was a ‘thorny task’ for any compositor unacquainted with 
local football personalities in those days of press printing.  
 
DROMANA FC GOES INTO WAR TIME RECESS  

The 1940 Grand Final was to be the last game that the Dromana Football Club 
would play until 1946. For the next five years, DFC went into recess (as most 
clubs did in those desperate war years).  
 Across the land, football clubs went into a form of ‘suspended animation’ 
while war raged across Europe and in the Pacific.  As history has shown, 
organized football leagues, during war time (e.g. VFL) became the source of 
bitter division and much angst…  

“As was the case during World War: 1 , there was an extended 
debate to whether the game should continue at all…”  Source: ‘Up 
there Cazaly’ Page: 117  

 
In small towns, such as Dromana, there was simply no chance of ‘playing on’  
because it was practically impossible to find enough willing players to form a 
team (as many local young men had enlisted for war duty).    
There were attempts to keep the game ‘alive’ on the Mornington Peninsula  
but they were half-hearted efforts as football had lost its ‘sheen and attraction’  
while young men were losing their lives in far flung battlefields.   
 
The following extract (‘Frankston Standard’ March 21st in 1941) indicates how 
organized football,  on the Mornington Peninsula,  faced major  obstacles… 
 

 



By May 16th 1941, there were only seven clubs involved in the PFL; and it is 
safe to suggest that it was an ad-hoc football league. The clubs who continued 
to compete included  Hastings-Tyabb, Seaford, Frankston High School, Carrum, 
Naval Depot, Pearcedale and Frankston.   
 

 
 

Source: Frankston Standard May 16th 1941 Page: 6  
 

As the ramifications and the gravity of the war ‘hit home’  across the towns,   
any plans  regarding organized football competitions steadily dissipated; and 
by April 19th 1942, the makeshift competition was abandoned…  

“There will be-no Inter-club football on the Mornington 
Peninsula this winter for the duration of the war. The 
Mornington Peninsula Football League's decision at its annual 
meeting on Wednesday night, to go into recess for the 
duration of hostilities, was unanimous, and  will cause little 
surprise amongst football followers on the Peninsula.” Source: 
‘Frankston Standard’  

 

 
 

An advertisement from the ‘VFL Record’ in 1942  



FOR YOUNGER READERS- THOSE WHO SERVED   
 

 
 

Len Thomas, the South Melbourne champion who died in battle at Salamaua in New 
Guinea on the 17th August 1943. Len was the first VFL captain to volunteer to serve in the 
military forces in World War: 2. Len played 187 games for South Melbourne before being 
appointed to coach Hawthorn and later North Melbourne.  

 

It is documented that of some 1500   VFL (now AFL) footballers,  who enlisted 
for duty during World War: II,   60 died on active service.  It impossible to 
ascertain how many community football club players perished in that dreadful 
conflagration. Each footballer had a special story; and it is hoped that all young 
footballers will take time to discover about those who served the nation  and 
made the supreme sacrifice in war. Younger readers may like to follow this link 
to read the stories of AFL footballers who died on active service.  

https://www.afl.com.au/news/40720/players-killed-on-active-service-afl-

records-on-service-from-boer-war-ww1-ww2 

Barbara Cullen’s book: ‘Harder than Football’ lists 2500 AFL/VFL players who 
served in some capacity during wartime.  It is one of the finest examples of 
research related to the history of Australian football. Former Dromana 
champions Ern Rudduck and George and Jim McLear are mentioned in the 
book.  

 
 
PEACE IS DECLARED –DFC BOUNCES  BACK WITH  SPIRIT  AND 
HAND KNITTED  JUMPERS .  
 

The Dromana FC  (and hundreds of other suburban / country  clubs)   went into 
recess and ‘sat out’  the war years;   and it wasn’t until the winter of 1946 that  
the re-vamped local competition ( MPFL )  resumed operations.  

https://www.afl.com.au/news/40720/players-killed-on-active-service-afl-records-on-service-from-boer-war-ww1-ww2
https://www.afl.com.au/news/40720/players-killed-on-active-service-afl-records-on-service-from-boer-war-ww1-ww2


Football lovers  will fully appreciate how difficult it must have been for ‘die-
hards’ to have football ‘mothballed’ for five seasons during wartime.  Following 
the lengthy hiatus and the declaration of world peace,  Dromana re-formed  
and a new chapter in the story of the club began.   
 
In 1946, Dromana was one of seven teams affiliated in the MPFL ‘B’ Grade 
division. The other teams were Frankston, Hastings, Red Hill, Pearcedale-
Baxter, Rosebud and a newly established club-Rye.  
In the first game of the 1946 season, Dromana met Red Hill at Pier Street in a‘ 
replay ’  of the 1940 Grand Final. A lot of water had flowed under the bridge 
since that game but recollections, of that disputed mark,   after the final siren 
in the 1940 Grand Final, may have lingered in the minds of supporters. It is no 
falsehood that some  football fans have ‘elephantine’ memories.  
 
Finally, younger  readers will be amazed to discover that Dromana’s new post-
war green and gold team guernseys were hand knitted by a group of 
enthusiastic local women…How things have changed at Pier Street since those  
challenging times for players and officials!  
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